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Theme: Showing Compassion tfor Others

The One
With +he

Scraggly Beard

ELIZABETH WITHEY

The One with the Scraggly Beard is about a young boy who sees a man with a scraggly
beard sleeping under a bridge and starts to wonder who he is and why he lives there. The
boy asks his mom questions, and she helps him understand that people can have very
different lives, but they all deserve kindness and care.

WORD TALK
o

>
ASK BEFORE READING
Talk about these words and big ideas before reading.

This will help your child understand the story.

e The young boy notices some traits about the
man, including that he sleeps outside. Have you

ever seen someone sleep outside? Empathy: Trying to understand how someone
° th‘]‘ d|d you Wonder ObOU'l' fhem? else fee|S Clnd |mC|g|n|ng WhCI'l' it WOUld be ||ke in
their shoes

e ASK DURING READING Commonality: Something you have in common,
|

or the same, as someone else

In the story, the young boy’s mom tells him the one with

the scraggly beard used to be a child, just like him. Perspective: The way you see or think about
e What does the boy begin to understand about the something; your point of view
man’?

O DINNER TABLE TALK

As we read the book, we learned about the man with

e ASK AFTER READING

The boy teaches us we can show empathy for people the scraggly beard through the perspective, or

who are difterent from us by thinking about their life thoughts of the young boy. We each have our own

and wondering what it might be like. perspectives on the world, and they are ditferent

e What is one way you can show empathy toward because we are different.

someone who is different from you?

@ Think about some questions the “one with the

scraggly beard” might have after seeing the

boy. What questions might he ask about the
boy?

@ From your perspective:
How is the man in the story like you?

How is he different from you? (
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