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ASK BEFORE READING

e How do you feel when you start something new,
like a new class, the first day of school or trying

out a new activity?

e ASK DURING READING

e How does the girl (Angelina) feel when she walks

into the classroom?
e When does the girl start to feel a little more brave?

e What happens when she begins to share her story?

e ASK AFTER READING

e What does the story teach us about feeling
different and being unique?
e How can sharing your story help you make friends?

The Day You Begin is a story about a girl who feels different from the other kids in her class.
She worries that her skin, her clothes, and what she did over the summer is very different.

She also feels shy and a little lonely at school. But when she shares her own story, she finds
that being different can be special and that she has things in common with her classmates.

SR

Talk about these words and big ideas before reading.
This will help your child understand the story.

@ Brave: To feel scared or afraid of doing something, but
doing it anyway
@ Courage: Having the strength to do something

difficult or scary
Different: Something is not like the other thing; being

different means not being the same as everyone else
@ Unique: Being one of a kind; having something special
about you that no one else has

Belonging: Feeling like you are a part of a group

O DINNER TABLE TALK

In The Day You Begin, Angelina is brave when she shares
her summer story with her class, even though she feels
ditferent. Think about a time you had to be brave. Talk
about it with your family.

You can use these questions:

1.Tell us about the moment. Where were you? What
happened?

2.How did you feel?

3.What brave thing did you do? How did you “begin” like
Angelina”

4.How did you feel after being brave? Did your feelings
change?

5.What did you learn from this experience?
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