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Title: Same Same But Different
Author: Jeny Sue Kostecki-Shaw
Theme: Cultural Differences and Appreciation

G ASK BEFORE READING

e Have you ever met someone who lived in a

different country or place?

e ASK DURING READING

e What are some ways Elliot and Kailash are the
same?

e What are some ways Elliot and Kailash are
different?

e ASK AFTER READING

e What do their letters help them learn about each
other?
e Why is it important to learn about people in other

places?

Same, Same but Different is a story about two boys, Elliot in America and Kailash in Indiq,
who become pen pals. At first, their lives seem very different, but as they share letters and
pictures, they learn that they both love climbing trees, have pets, and go to school. The book
shows that people can live in different places and still have a lot in common.

T@ WORD TALK

Talk about these words and big ideas before reading.

This will help your child understand the story.

@ Similar/ Same: Being like something else

@ Different: Something is not like the other thing

Pen pals: Friends who write letters to each other,
even though they live far apart

Village: A place where people live; similar to a
town or small city

@ Talk about these questions:

O DINNER TABLE TALK

Choose one family member and one person you know
from school, work, or your community. Talk about how that
person may be ditferent from you, and then look for what

you have in common.

o What is something that makes this person different
from you?

o What is something you have in common?

o How might their daily life be different from yours?

o What is one way you could show kindness or
respect to them?

o Why is it helpful to notice both differences and

similarities?
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