
     DINNER TABLE TALK 

Listen to the Story

ASK BEFORE READING 

ASK DURING READING 

ASK AFTER READING

WORD TALK

Goal: Something you want to achieve or
reach

Perseverance: To keep trying even if
something is hard or takes a long time 

Cooperation: Working together with other
people 

Initiative: Taking action on your own 

Talk about these words and big ideas before reading.
This will help your child understand the story. 

What do you think the girls learned in this story? 

The sisters have a goal and need to use cooperation
in order to achieve their goal. Cooperation means
“working together with other people”. 

When have you worked together with other
people? How did they help you?

Their landlord agrees to let them build the playground,
but the children must get all the materials and build the
playground themselves. 

What do you think they might do next? What would
you do? 

Title: Kamala and Maya’s Big Idea 
Author: Meena Harris
Theme: Working Together For A Common Goal
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In this story, we learn that sometimes we need to
cooperate or work with others to reach our goal or to
solve a problem. With your family, make a list of ways
you can cooperate. 

What is your “big idea” or goal you want to reach?
What are some ways your family can help you?
Who are some other people who could help you?

Look back at your list and remember T.E.A.M--
Together Everyone Achieves MORE!

 Your “Cooperation” List

Kamala and Maya’s Big Idea is about two girls, Kamala and Maya, who see a problem in
their neighborhood and decide to fix it. They come up with a big idea and work together
with their community to make change happen. The story shows how teamwork and
speaking up can make a difference.

RESPONSIBLE DECISION-MAKING
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