
Abdul’s Story is about a boy named Abdul who has a big imagination and loves to write
stories. He has trouble writing  letters, spelling words, and keeping the paper neat. With
the help of another writer, Abdul tries writing again.  The story teaches us everyone has a
story to tell, no matter how “messy”. 

     DINNER TABLE TALK 

Listen to the Story

ASK BEFORE READING 

ASK DURING READING 

ASK AFTER READING

WORD TALK

Challenge: Something that is difficult or hard for
you to do

Overcome: Working to defeat or be stronger
than something

Smudge: To make something dirty or blurry 

Bismillah: The arabic phrase that is used as a
blessing before starting an activity

Thobe: A loose-fitting robe usually worn by men
in the Middle East 

Talk about these words and big ideas before reading.
This will help your child understand the story. 

How does Mr. Muhammad help Abdul? 
In the beginning, Abdul loves to write stories, but
he does not think he is a writer. How did Abdul
change from the beginning of the story to the
end?

Have you ever wanted to do something but felt
like you couldn't?
How can friends or grown-ups help when
something is tricky?

How do you think Abdul feels when his classmates
say “That’s sloppy!” and “You spelled a word
wrong?” 
How do you think Abdul felt when Mr. Muhammad
read Abdul’s story aloud to the whole class? 

Title: Abdul’s Story
Author: Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow
Theme: Stamina, Motivation, and Perseverance
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Family Storytelling Time! 

Everyone is a writer, even if the spelling isn't perfect.
Create a story together- either aloud or written down. 

Take turns telling a story out loud or scribbling it
down (messy spelling OK!).
Start with "Once upon a time..."
Add characters, problems, silly parts, and a happy
ending!

Remember: Mistakes help us write. What story will your
family create?

SELF MANAGEMENT


