
     DINNER TABLE TALK 

Listen to the Story

ASK BEFORE READING 

ASK DURING READING 

ASK AFTER READING

WORD TALK

Responsible: Doing something that you need to
do, even if it’s difficult 

Guilty: Feeling bad about or regretting
something you said or did

Honesty: Telling the truth and doing what is right,
even when it is hard

Talk about these words and big ideas before reading.
This will help your child understand the story. 

Near the end of the story, Ruben sees the lady in the
blue coat again. “And like a hot blast, I remember how
it was for me when then money that was hers- and
then mine- was gone”

Why do you think Ruben changes his mind after he
remembers how it felt when the money was gone?
Why are Ruben’s parents proud of him at the end
of the story? 

Have you ever wanted something that
someone else has?  
How does that make you feel? (jealous, anrgy)

 

How do you think Ruben is feeling when he sees the
lady in the blue coat drop $100?
Why was the choice to return the money to the lady
in the blue coat so hard for Ruben? 

 

Title: A Bike Like Sergio’s 
Author: Maribeth Boelts
Theme: Being Truthful Even When It Is Difficult
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 Use these questions to deepen the discussion:
What choice did you have to make that was difficult? 
Did you feel good about the choice you made? 
How did your choice help or hurt others? 
How did your choice help or hurt you? 
What helped you decide what to do?
Would you make that same choice today? 

The Responsible Choice

A Bike Like Sergio’s is a story about Ruben, a boy who wants a bike like his friend, Sergio.
When Ruben finds a lost $100 bill, he must choose between keeping it for the bike he
wants or returning the money to its owner. The story highlights honesty, empathy, and
what matters most.

RESPONSIBLE DECISION-MAKING

Ruben had to choose between keeping
the money for a bike or doing the right
thing by returning it. Talk together about
a time when you had to make a
responsible choice, even if it was not
the easiest choice.
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