
BEST ELA: 
ELA.K.V.1.2: Ask and answer questions about unfamiliar words in grade-level content. 
ELA.1.V.1.3: Identify and use picture clues, context clues, word relationships, reference materials,
and/or background knowledge to determine the meaning of unknown words. 
ELA.2.V.1.3: Identify and use context clues, word relationships, reference materials, and/or
background knowledge to determine the meaning of unknown words. 

Common Core Standards:
CCSS.ELA.L.K.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read
to, and responding to texts. 
CCSS.ELA.L.1.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read
to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple
relationships (e.g., because). 
CCSS.ELA.L.2.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read
to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other
kids are happy that makes me happy). 

CASEL Targeted Framework: Social Awareness 

Resiliency Standards: 
HE.K.R.1.1 Define and give examples of kindness and caring 
HE.2.R.1.1 Identify the benefits of showing kindness and treating others with respect.   
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Title: The One With the Scraggly Beard
Author: Elizabeth Withey
Theme: Showing compassion for others 
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Day 1
Lesson Purpose: 

1.Students will be able to understand the concepts of compassion and empathy. 
2.Students will begin to understand the concept of homelessness

 
Materials:  

1 copy of The One with the Scraggly Beard 
Chart or display of vocabulary words 
Empathy chart: title a blank piece of chart paper, “We Can Show Empathy” 

Targeted Vocabulary:  
Empathy: trying to understand how someone else feels and imagining what it would be like in
their shoes 

 
Time amount: 20-25 mins.
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Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Introduce 
(5 minutes) 

1. Introduce the book title, author and illustrator 
2.“Today we’re going to talk about a new character trait called empathy.” 
3.Give definition of empathy and offer a few examples of ways kids can be

responsible 
4.“In our story, we’re going to meet a little boy and a grown-up man he

notices, who he calls, ‘The One with the Scraggly Beard.’ As we read, let’s
listen to the ways the young boy thinks about the man.” 



Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Read/teach 
(10-15

minutes) 

P. 5-6: “The young boy notices some traits about the man,
including that he sleeps outside. Have you ever seen someone
sleep outside? What did you wonder about them?” 
 
P. 9-10: “When the boy notices things about the man, does he
talk about him in a mean or hurtful way? If not, how does he
describe him?” 
[We’re looking for the children to understand that it’s okay to
notice these characteristics about a person different than them.
We want to encourage them to wonder without judging.]
 
P. 27-28: “The young boy’s mom tells him that the one with the
scraggly beard used to be a child, just like him. Even though the
man lives a different life than the young boy, he comes to realize
that the man used to be just like him.” 
[The students might already know the word homeless or
unhoused. They may have preconceived ideas of what people in
these living situations are like. It is important for them to
recognize that unhoused people are still human and deserve our
respect and empathy, even while we wonder about their lives.]
 
“Throughout the story, the young boy makes connections to the
man he notices and wonders about who he is, and how his life
turned out the way it did. He notices the watches he wears, his
missing tooth and even wonders if he is a pirate!” 
 
“When the boy wonders, he doesn’t judge the man or say hurtful
things about him. The boy is showing empathy towards the man
with the scraggly beard. He wonders what it’s like to be him and
what he was like as a boy.” 
 
“We can show empathy for people who are different than us by
thinking about their life and wondering what it might be like.”  

Wrap up 
(2- 5

minutes) 

“Can you share about a time that you used empathy to wonder
about someone else?” 
 
Complete the “We Can Show Empathy” Chart together.

Share the author’s
connection to the topic of
homelessness and how her
brother inspired this story
(read first)
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https://blog.orcabook.com/elizabeth-withey-on-how-her-own-life-inspired-the-one-with-the-scraggly-beard/
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Day 2 
 
Lesson purpose:  

Students will be able to continue building the concept of having empathy  
Students will be able to Identify similarities between the boy and the man with the scraggly
beard
Students will be able to consider looking at people through other perspectives 

Materials:  
1 copy of The One with the Scraggly Beard 
Chart or display of vocabulary words 
Empathy chart: title a blank piece of chart paper “We Can Show Empathy” 
Perspective Cards (end of lesson plan)

 
Vocabulary (cont’d from day 1):  

Empathy: trying to understand how someone else feels and imagining what it would be like in
their shoes 
Commonality: something you have in common, or the same, as someone else 
Perspective: the way you see or think about something; your point of view 

Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Introduce 
(5 minutes) 

“Yesterday, we read the story The One with the Scraggly Beard. We began
to wonder what the man’s life was like through the perspective of a young
boy. Today, we’re going to reread the story and focus on the
commonalities the young boy notices between himself and the man.
These are things the boy and the man have in common or are similar.”



Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Reread/teach 
(5 minutes) 

Read through the book, only stopping on the page below to focus on the
commonalities: 
 
P. 11-12: “The boy starts to notice some similarities between himself and
the man. Can you remember any?” 
 
After finishing the book: 
“As we read the book, we learned about the man with the scraggly beard
through the perspective of the young boy. We each have our own
perspectives on the world, and they are different because we are
different

Practice
(10-12

minutes)

“We are going to practice taking on a new perspective to help us build
our empathy skills that we learned about yesterday. Having a
perspective is similar to having an opinion. You might agree or disagree
with your peers, and that’s okay! 
 
 
This activity can be done together or in groups. If doing in group, have
multiple sets of Perspective Cards prepared. 

Optional Idea: 
You can print
out or borrow
some fake
pairs of
glasses for
students to
wear to “see”
through the
perspective of
others

Wrap-up/
assessment 
(3 minutes) 

Discussion Question: 
 
“Why do you think it’s important to think about the perspectives of
others?”
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Extension Activities  Centers Ideas Teacher Tips/ Language 

Reading: 
Additional books about
similarities and differences 

 
Writing: 

Set up pen pals for your class
to correspond to! This can
create a LOT of opportunities
for extended learning about
various cultures, locations and
writing skills.

Morning Meeting/Social Studies: 
Use Venn-diagrams to build
community through finding out
similarities and differences
with one another 
Have students bring in
something from home to share
about their culture 
Cosmic Kids Yoga - Try out
yoga, like Kailash! 
YouTube Videos 

Sesame Street – We're
Different, We’re the Same 

Consider modeling these activities
to students before presenting
them to an independent center

Arts-based: 
Create some art, Like Elliot! Art
for Kids Hub (directed
drawing) 

Role Play: 
While students have
opportunities to play, stick
close by to offer suggestions
for ways students can use
inclusive language when
disagreeing or problem solving
together. 
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https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/picture-books-to-celebrate-diversity
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/picture-books-to-celebrate-diversity
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUrjb4SZnxg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUrjb4SZnxg
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArtforKidsHub
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArtforKidsHub
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArtforKidsHub

