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Title: Something Beautiful
Author: Sharon Dennis Wyeth
Theme: Community, Connection, Finding Beauty

BEST ELA:

ELA.K.R.1.1 Describe the main character(s), setting, and important events in a story.
ELA.1. R.1.2 Identify and explain the moral of a story.

ELA.2. R.1.2 Identify and explain a theme of a literary text.

Common Core Standards:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL. K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between
illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration
depicts).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.1.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting,
or events.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.7 Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or
digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.

CASEL Targeted Framework: Social Awareness

Resiliency Standards:

HE.K.R.1 Define and give examples of kindness and caring

HE.1.R.1.1 Discuss ways to respect personal property and personal space of others.
HE.2.R.1.1 Identify the benefits of showing kindness and treating others with respect.

UNIVERSITY of
i/) SOUTH FLORIDA  Aresearch-based social emotional literacy program. | growthroughreading.com

College of Education



Day 1

Lesson Purpose:
1.Students will be able to use illustrations and words in the text to understand the important
events and the moral/theme of the story.
2.Students will be able to enhance their social awareness by exploring diverse perspectives on
beauty and community.

Materials:

» 1 copy of Something Beautiful - Digital Version

Targeted Vocabulary:
» Beautiful: something that makes you happy or is nice/pretty to look at.

Time amount: 20-25 mins.
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Lesson

answers, reminding them that this will be part of our discussion later on in the
story.

“As we read today, be very careful to pay attention to what the girl in the
story learns. She changes from the beginning of the book to the end of the
book. As we go, see if you can help me track what she learns about her
community and how to find beauty around her.”

. Teaching Considerations
Section
“Today, we are going to read the book Something Beautiful by Sharon Dennis
Wyeth and learn about how the character in our story finds beautiful things
all around her.”
Provide
“Before we read, take a moment to write down or draw a picture of the most students with a
beautiful thing in the world to you.” sticky note,
index card, or a
Introduce . . . . . .
) Provide students with a few minutes to brainstorm and write/draw their notebook to
(5 minutes)

write down their
“most beautiful
thing in the
world”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jn7QAATVrso
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Lesson

Section Teaching Considerations
“Look closely at the illustrations in the first few pages- what do you
notice. Be ready to share with a partner.”
Read the pages below and pause to ask questions and discuss
P.1-8
« “The girl in the story is looking for something beautiful. Looking back
on the pages we just read- what do you notice? Does she see beauty?
Look at her face, does her expression indicate she is happy? Think
about how she might feel about the spaces around her.”
[Guide students in a discussion about how many people might view trash,
writing on walls, and lack of flowers in the garden as not beautiful.]
P.9-10 Consider going
« “Beautiful in this book is described as something that makes you slowly back
happy. Something beautiful makes you feel happy and special. through each
Beautiful things make you feel good inside and can be found all page and allowing
Read/teach around us, like in nature, in people's smiles, or in the things we love.” students to look
(1015 carefully at the
minutes) P.11-12 illustrations. Allow

« “What is the setting of the story here?” [diner]
» “What does Miss Delphine find beautiful?”

P.13-14"
o What is the setting on this page? Use the illustrations and words to
help you.” [sidewalk]
« “What do the children find to be beautiful” [jump rope, beads, new
shoes]

P.15-16
« “What does Mr. Lee find to be beautiful?”

P.17-18
« “What do you see happening on the playground?”
« “Do you think the children on this page found their something
beautiful?” [playing basketball, basketball moves, dance moves,
dancing sounds on the street]

time for a turn and
talk to keep
students engaged
and participating.
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Lesson Section

Teaching

Considerations

Read/teach
(10-15 minutes)

P.19-20

« “What does Mr. Sims show as his “something beautiful"?”
[a stone]

« “Do you think stones are beautiful?”

« “Mr. Sims has been holding onto that stone for many years. It is
clearly something very special and beautiful to him. Even a simple
stone can be beautiful. What does this teach us about beauty?” [allow
responses- guide students to a discussion about how simple things can
be beautiful, and people have different perspectives on beauty]

P.20-21 “Aunt Carolyn calls Carl’s laugh beautiful. Laughs can be
beautiful too.”

P.22-25
« “What does the girl notice about her door and the area in her front
yard? What does she do to change it?”

P.26-27
« “What are the girl’'s plans to make things around her a little more
beautiful?”
» “What does her mom say is her “something beautiful”?”

Wrap up (5
minutes)

Close with a turn and talk/ small group discussion about how the girl found
beautiful things all around her.
» “How did the main character's view of beauty change throughout the
story?”
» “What beautiful things did she discover in her community?”

“Tomorrow, we will finish our discussion about what we have learned from
this book and will look for beautiful things all around us.”
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Day 2

Lesson purpose:
e Students will be able to use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters and
setting.
e Students will be able to understanding how the setting in the story changes throughout the
book.
e Students will be able to enhance student’s social awareness by exploring diverse perspectives
on beauty and community.

Materials:
* 1 copy of Something Beautiful - Digital Version
» Paper/notebooks (optional: clipboards)
* Pencils

Vocabulary (cont'd from day 1):
e Community: a group of people who live in the same area or share common interests (ex.
Neighborhood, school, friends that participate in the same activities)
* Perspective: a way of seeing something or a point of view
» Diverse: different or varied

Lesson . . .
. Teaching Considerations
Section
“Today, we are going to review our book from yesterday and discuss how
the characters in our story found beauty in many different places, even
unexpected ones. Everyone in the story has a different perspective on
what is beautiful.”
Introduce “Perspective is the way you see or think about something. It's like looking
(5 minutes) at a picture from your own special angle. Just like how you might see a

picture differently than your friend, people can have different perspectives
based on their experiences and thoughts.”

“We can all find beauty in different things. Remember what you
wrote/drew about the most beautiful thing in the world- is it different than
the rest of the class?” [allow answers]
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Lesson
Section

Teaching

Considerations

Introduce
Cont.
(5 minutes)

“Today, we are going to look through the book again at each setting
(place) in the story. We met a lot of different people in the girl's
community. Does anyone know what a community is?”

[encourage responses]

“A community is a group of people who live in the same area or share
common interests. Your community might be the people in your
neighborhood or at your school. It could even be friends that
participate in the same activities- like sports or art.”

“Let’s review the perspectives of beauty from the book and look at all
of the diverse, or different, answers about the beautiful things in the
community.”

Reread/teach
(5 minutes)

“Let’s look back through the book about the setting where this story
took place. The girl in our story goes outside her home, on the street,
to a fruit market, a diner, playground, sidewalk,
launderette/laundromat, front porch, and ends back in her home with
her family.”

In each of these places/settings, the people she talked to state their
“something beautiful.” Let’s go through page by page and jot down
the beautiful things found in each setting.

Allow time for discussion (whole group or partners)
« What surprises you from this list of beautiful things?
« |s there anything that you think is not beautiful? Is it okay that
someone else finds it beautiful, even if you don't?

“We have discussed how many people in the girl's community have
different perspectives on things that are beautiful. The girl's mom
teaches us that we can find beauty everywhere- even in fish
sandwiches or smooth stones that we keep in our pockets.”

On an anchor chart
or whiteboard list
the settings from
the story- as you go
through the book a
second time, ask
the students to
review what the
people from the
community found
beautiful in each
setting.

Remind students to
be respectful and
kind. Guiding them
to recognize that
we might have
diverse
perspectives, but
that is okay.
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Lesson
Section

Teaching

Considerations

Practice (7-8
minutes)

Let’s look into our own community now and find something beautiful.

Option 1: Go on a Community Walk/ School Walk and find the
“something beautiful”

1.Provide each student with a small notebook/paper and pencil for
recording their observations.

2.Take students on a walk around the school or nearby community.

3.Encourage students to look for things they find beautiful, even if
others might not see them that way. Remind them to look for beauty
in unexpected places, like the main character did in the book.

4. Ask students to write or draw their "beautiful" discoveries in their
notebooks.

5.During the walk, prompt students to consider different perspectives
on beauty, such as:

6.Natural elements (plants, sky, animals)

7.Acts of kindness between people

8.Interesting architecture or artwork

9.Sounds or smells that evoke positive feelings

10. After the walk, have students share their findings with the class

Option 2: Interview people in your school/ community (i.e. safe adults,

staff, teachers, other classmates) and make a list of their “something
beautiful”.

1.Provide students with a simple interview sheet with the question:
"What is your something beautiful?”

2.1dentify safe adults in the school or community for students to
interview (teachers, staff, classmates, etc.).

3.Have students conduct brief interviews, recording responses on their
sheets.

4.Encourage students to ask follow-up questions about why the
interviewee finds their chosen thing beautiful.

5. After completing interviews, have students create a class list or chart
of all the "beautiful” things mentioned.

6. Discuss the diversity of responses and how beauty can be found in
many different things.

2/° SOUTH FLORIDA

College of Education

A research-based social emotional literacy program. | growthroughreading.com




WA WY
THROUGH READING

Wrap-up/
assessment
(3 minutes)

As a class or in partners, ask the students to answer these questions:

« “What did you learn today about other people’s perspectives of
beauty?”
» “What does the story “Something Beautiful” teach us about the
beauty around us?”
« “If we don’t see beauty all around us, how can we help to make our
community a better/ more beautiful place?”
o (Think about what the girl did at the end of the story)

“I hope you remember that beautiful things can be found in unexpected
places, sometimes we just must look for it, and other times, we must
work together to create it.”
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Extension Activities

Centers Ideas

Teacher Tips/ Language

Reading:

o Maybe Something Beautiful
How Art Transformed a
Neighborhood by Isabel
Campoy

o Change Sings: A Children’'s
Anthem by Amanda Gorman

Writing:

« Describe a moment when you
felt like you were experiencing
something beautiful. What
made it special?

« Imagine you are the main
character. What actions would
you take to make your
community more beautiful?
Write a plan and explain why
these actions are important.

Morning Meeting/Social Studies:
Discussion Questions/Prompts:

« Can you think of a time when
you found something beautiful
in an unexpected place? Share
your experience.

« What are some ways we can
create beauty in our own
community?

o How can small actions make a
big difference in our
neighborhood?

o What "something beautiful"
would you choose to represent
our classroom community?

Arts-Based:

« Collaborative Collage: Use
recycled materials to create a
collage representing
something beautiful in the
community.

» Nature Art: Collect items from
nature (leaves, flowers) to
create art pieces that reflect
the beauty of nature.

« Photographs of the
Community: ask students to
take photos of beautiful things
in their neighborhood and bring
them to share. You can create
a photo album or collage with
all the “something beautiful”
pictures.

Role play:

« In pairs, ask students to act
out a scene where one is
guiding the other (who is
blindfolded or closing their
eyes) to discover something
beautiful using only descriptive
words.

Continue to use the vocabulary
words throughout the week and
beyond. When walking through the
school/playground/community
with your students, ask them to
point out their “something
beautiful.” Not only will this help
them to observe their
surroundings, but it will also
cultivate an attitude of gratitude
and appreciation for the beauty
around them.

Remind students that they are also
“something beautiful”- beauty is
around us in nature, in people, in
community and in us. Consider
telling your students that they are
valued, appreciated and seen as
beautiful by many people who love
them.
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