
BEST ELA: 
ELA.K.R.3.3: Compare and contrast characters’ experiences in stories. 
ELA.1.R.1.2: Identify and explain the moral of a story. 
ELA.2.R.1.3: Identify different characters’ perspectives in a literary text. 

Common Core Standards:
CCSS.ELA.RL.K.9 - With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and
experiences of characters in familiar stories. 
CCSS.ELA.RL.1.9 - Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories. 
CCSS.ELA.RL.2.6 - Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by
speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud. 

CASEL Targeted Framework: Social Awareness 

Resiliency Standards: 
HE.K.R.1.3 Describe ways to show respect to others. 
HE.2.R.1.1 Identify the benefits of showing kindness and treating others with respect.   
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Title: Same, Same But Different
Author: Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw
Theme: Cultural differences and appreciation 
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Day 1
Lesson Purpose: 

1.Students will be able to talk about the concept of similar and different
2.Students will begin to develop global awareness 

 
Materials:  

1 copy of Same, Same But Different – Digital Version 
Chart paper; Venn-Diagram with the labels (Left side - “Elliot”, Right side - “Kailash”, Middle -
“Similarities” 
Markers for chart paper 

Targeted Vocabulary:  
Similar: being like something else 
Pen pals: a relationship between people that occurs through writing letters or corresponding
over a distance (not explicitly stated; 2 characters are pen pals) 
Village: a place where people live; similar to a town or small city 

 
Time amount: 20-25 mins. 
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Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Introduce 
(5 minutes) 

1. Introduce book title and author 
2.“Today, we’re going to read a book called Same, Same but Different. The

story is about 2 strangers, who become friends by being pen pals. Has
anyone ever heard of that before?” 

3.Define pen pals from above: people who talk to one another over a long
distance and usually have never met in person before. 

4.“Why do you think people might want to have a pen pal?” [To make a new
friend, to learn about a new place, to share experiences.]

5.“As we read, let’s think about what is the same and what is different
about the characters.” 

Consider
adding targeted
vocabulary
words and
definitions to
an anchor
chart, poster, or
white board to
reference
throughout the
lesson.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuKmWYKd-_4


Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Read/teach 
(10-15

minutes) 

P. 3-4: “We’ve met the two characters. Can you tell where they each live?” 
[United States and India]
 
P. 5-6: “What do you notice about Elliot and Kailash?” [They both like to
climb trees; introduce the vocabulary word similar.]
 
P. 11-12 “Have you noticed anything else that is similar between Elliot and
Kailash? Is there anything different about them?” [Families and pets –
discuss how the characters have both similarities and differences with
their families and pets.]
 
P. 21-22: “How do their homes and schools look different? Similar? Like
ours?” 
 
P. 25-26: “What are some hobbies that Elliot and Kailash have in
common?” 

Wrap up 
(2- 5

minutes) 

Set up students to discuss in pairs, small groups, or with the entire class.
Discussion question options: 

How are Elliot and Kailash similar? How are they different? 
How do you think Elliot and Kailash became friends even though they
live far apart? 

 
Choose 1 example of how Elliot and Kailash are similar and different and
add to a Venn-diagram 
 
“We’re going to use a tool called a Venn-diagram to compare the ways
Elliot and Kailash are similar and different. One circle is going to be for
Elliot, the other is for Kailash. What do you think we might put in the
middle?” [Both of them; similarities]

Prepare your
Venn-Diagram
ahead of time.

Teacher example: 
Elliot – has a
tree house 
Kailash –
climbs a tree
with animals 
Middle – both
like to climb
trees 
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Day 2 
 
Lesson purpose:  

Students will be able to explain the concept of "similar and different" 
Students will be able to begin to understand global awareness 
Students will be able to develop self-reflection and appreciation of diversity 

Materials:  
1 copy of Same, Same But Different – Digital Version 
Chart paper; Venn-Diagram with the labels (Left side - “Elliot”, Right side - “Kailash”, Middle -
“Similarities” (started on day 1) 
Markers for chart paper 

 
Vocabulary (cont’d from day 1):  

Similar: being like something else 
Pen pals: a relationship between people that occurs through writing letters or corresponding
over a distance (not explicitly stated; 2 characters are pen pals) 
Village: a place where people live; similar to a town or small city 

Lesson
Section

Teaching
Consideration

s

Introduce 
(5 minutes) 

“Yesterday, we read about Elliot and Kailash and discussed how they are
similar and different. We’re going to re-read the story today and finish the
Venn-diagram about their similarities and differences.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuKmWYKd-_4


Lesson
Section

Teaching
Consideration

s

Reread/teach 
(5 minutes) 

Re-read the story, without stopping for questions
 
Complete the Venn-diagram as a group after reading the story: 

Elliot: Lives in U.S., has a small family, lives in red-brick building, lives in
a city, likes art class 
Kailash: Lives in India, has a large family, lives in a village, likes yoga 
Similarities: have pets, go to school on a bus, have a lot of traffic, learn
their alphabet, have friends 

Practice
(10-12

minutes)

“Now that we have practiced using a Venn-diagram with characters, we’re
going to use them with the friends in our class. You are a partner are
going to fill out a Venn-diagram to find out what is similar and what is
different about you!” 
 
Directions for completion: 

Have students write their names above each of the circles, then write
“both” or “similar” for a label in the middle of the Venn-diagram 
Students can write, label, and/or draw pictures to complete their
diagram with a partner 

Prepare
copies of a
blank Venn-
diagram for
students to
work in pairs
and compare
themselves to
a partner. 

Wrap-up/
assessment 
(3 minutes) 

Have 2 sets of partners pair up (making a group of 4) and share what they
learned about their own partners 
 
“Finding out what makes us similar and different to our friends can be
really special! We all have things in common with one another, but we
each have differences too. These are what make us each so unique and
special.” 
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Extension Activities  Centers Ideas Teacher Tips/ Language 

Reading: 
Additional books about
similarities and differences 

 
Writing: 

Set up pen pals for your class
to correspond to! This can
create a LOT of opportunities
for extended learning about
various cultures, locations and
writing skills.

Morning Meeting/Social Studies: 
Use Venn-diagrams to build
community through finding out
similarities and differences
with one another 
Have students bring in
something from home to share
about their culture 
Cosmic Kids Yoga - Try out
yoga, like Kailash! 
YouTube Videos 

Sesame Street – We're
Different, We’re the Same 

Consider modeling these activities
to students before presenting
them to an independent center

Arts-based: 
Create some art, Like Elliot! Art
for Kids Hub (directed
drawing) 

Role Play: 
While students have
opportunities to play, stick
close by to offer suggestions
for ways students can use
inclusive language when
disagreeing or problem solving
together. 
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https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/picture-books-to-celebrate-diversity
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/picture-books-to-celebrate-diversity
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUrjb4SZnxg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUrjb4SZnxg
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArtforKidsHub
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArtforKidsHub
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArtforKidsHub

