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Title: Those Shoes
Author: Maribeth Boelts
Theme: Empathy

BEST ELA:

ELA.K.R.1.1: Describe the main character(s), setting, and important events in a story.
ELA.1.R.1.2: Identify and explain the moral of a story.

ELA.2.R.1.2: Identify and explain a theme of a literary text.

Common Core Standards:

CCSS.ELA.RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story.

CCSS.ELA.RL.1.2: Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their
central message or lesson.

CCSS.ELA.RL.2.2: Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and
determine their central message, lesson, or moral.

CASEL Targeted Framework: Responsible Decision-Making

Resiliency Standards:

HE.K.R.1 Define and give examples of kindness and caring.

HE.1.R.1.2 Describe the traits of a good friend.

HE.2.R.1.1 Identify the benefits of showing kindness and treating others with respect.
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Day 1

Lesson Purpose:
1.Students will be able to identify the difference between wants and needs
2.Students will be able to develop empathy and understanding for others’ situations

Materials:

» 1 copy of Those Shoes — Digital Version
e Chart paper: T-chart with the titles “Wants” and “Needs”

e Markers

Targeted Vocabulary:
» Generosity: willingness to give or share
 Friendship: a relationship between people who like and trust each other

Time amount: 20-25 mins.
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Lesson
Section

Teaching

Considerations

Introduce
(5 minutes)

1.Introduce book title, author and illustrator
2."“l want you to look at the illustrations on the cover and think about the
title Those Shoes. What do you think the book might be about?”
(Bring the students’ attention to the three boys wearing the same shoes, and
the facial expression of the boy who isn’t wearing them.)

1.“Let’s think about shoes for a moment. We all wear them. What kind of
shoes do you like to wear?”

2."In the story, we're going to meet a character named Jeremy. Jeremy
really wants a certain pair of shoes, even though he doesn'’t really need
them. Sometimes we want things that we don't really need. Let's see how
Jeremy feels about his shoes and what happens at school.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGKYmjaYqhY
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Less_on Teaching Considerations

Section
P. 3-4: “Why do you think Jeremy wants those shoes so badly?”
P. 7-8: “How do you think Jeremy feels when he has to wear the
shoes from Mr. Alfrey?”
P. 17-18: “Why do you think Jeremy is trying so hard to fit into those

h ?ll
Read/teach shoes
(10-15 cu . e L o,

minutes) P. 23: “What do you think Jeremy is thinking about while he’s
playing basketball with Antonio?”
After Finishing the book:
“Jeremy worked really hard to find a pair of those shoes that he
wanted so badly. Once he realized the pair he found wasn’t going to
fit, he decided to give them to someone else. Why do you think he
picked that person to give the shoes to? To play basketball with?”

You can sort wants and
needs in various ways:
« Have students share

“In the story, Jeremy and his grandma discuss the difference examples
between wants and needs. His grandma tells him that he needs new « Give students a
boots, even though he really wants the pair of shoes that everyone sticky note to draw
else seems to have. Sometimes, it can be difficult to decide or write an example
between things you want and need. Let’s see if we can sort some and place on the

Wrap up items into the categories Want and Need on our chart. chart

(5 minutes) « Prepare notecards or

[After working on the chart]

“Tomorrow, we're going to read the story again and talk about the
skills Jeremy uses when he makes decisions about his shoes and
his friends in the book.”

sticky notes with
examples for them
to sort
« Prepare the

examples and have
students discuss in
pairs where they
belong
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Day 2

Lesson purpose:
1.Students will be able to explore the theme of friendship and generosity
2.Students will be able to practice perspective-taking

Materials:

1 copy of Those Shoes — Digital Version
Wants/Needs Chart from Day 1
Markers

Perspective-Taking Task Cards

Vocabulary (cont'd from day 1):
* Review the words from Day 1
e Empathy: understanding and sharing the feelings of others
* Perspective: the way you look at or think about something; it is unique to you

Is-:jfi?): Teaching Considerations
1.“Yesterday we read Those Shoes. Can anyone remind me about the
character and what happened?”
2.“Today, we're going to discuss the word perspective. Perspective is
the way you look at or think about something. We use our perspective
to make decisions and make sense of situations. For example, if my
Introduce siﬁter an.d | zjlre both looking at a painting, | might rea!ly like it, but she
(5 minutes) might think it's ugly. We each have our own perspective.”

3.“Sometimes, our perspective can change. Once my sister learns about
the artist and looks more closely at the painting, she might change her
mind because she now looks at the painting with a new perspective.”

4."In the story, Jeremy'’s perspective about those shoes changes. We're
going to focus on that today.”
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Lesson
Section

Teaching

Considerations

Reread/teach
(7-10
minutes)

Read the entire book without stopping.
After reading:

“In the story, Jeremy develops a friendship with Antonio, a boy in his
class, which starts because Antonio is the only person in Jeremy’s
class who doesn’t make fun of his new shoes. Jeremy then decides
to show generosity by giving shoes that don't fit him to Antonio, who
needs them more.”

“This means that Jeremy is thinking about the importance of keeping
those shoes with a new perspective. He wanted them, but he wanted
to give them to Antonio more.”

“This shows that Jeremy has empathy. Empathy means that you
understand or share the feelings or perspectives of others. Why do
you think Jeremy has empathy for Antonio?”

Practice (10-
12 minutes)

“We're going to take on a new perspective and pretend that we are
Antonio writing a thank-you letter to Jeremy.”

If completing as a class, this can be done on chart paper. If students
are working in groups or individually, prepare paper for them to use.

Give students some assistance with setting up the format of a letter —
find more information here!

This can be done
all togetheras a
class, in groups
where the students
write a
collaborative letter,
or individually.

Wrap-up/
assessment
(3 minutes)

Students can share their letters with another group, or partner.
If you write the letter collaboratively, reread as a class.
“How do you think Jeremy might feel when he receives the letter

from Antonio? How might you feel if you received a thank-you letter
from a friend?”
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https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/writing/articles/introduction-letter-writing
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Extension Activities

Centers Ideas

Teacher Tips/ Language

Reading:
« Additional books about empathy
and compassion

Writing:

« Practice more letter writing;
students can write letters to
parents, siblings, friends,
previous teachers, people they
admire, etc.

« Practice addressing envelopes to
send the letters

Morning Meeting/Social Studies:

« Continue discussing the
importance of showing empathy
towards others

¢ YouTube Videos:

o Sesame Street: Mark Ruffalo:
Empathy

o What is Empathy?

o Wants and Needs

Consider modeling these activities
to students before presenting them
to an independent center

Arts-Based:

« Using shoe cutouts, have
students design a shoe that
they would love to have

o Share them in a Shoe
Design Gallery

« Cut out pictures from
magazines and add to your
Wants/Needs charts to create
a collage

Role Play:

« Use the shoes the students
create to have a pretend Shoe
Store. Students can assign
prices and take turns buying,
selling, or trading
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https://www.readbrightly.com/books-that-model-empathy-compassion-young-readers/
https://youtu.be/9_1Rt1R4xbM?si=inUWSTaLDsKpiWhQ
https://youtu.be/9_1Rt1R4xbM?si=inUWSTaLDsKpiWhQ
https://youtu.be/27sho6s2eK8?si=QxabZO_d9Ov_ttrh
https://youtu.be/6OAqNtueu0U?si=B-E5vjpJXxsgeGJ4

