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BEST ELA: 
ELA.K.R.1.1 Describe the main character(s), setting, and important events in a story. 
ELA.1.R.1.2 Identify and explain the moral of a story. 
ELA.2.R.1.2 Identify and explain a theme of a literary text.  

Common Core Standards:
CCSS.ELA.RL.K.3 - With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story. 
CCSS.ELA.RL.1.2 Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their
central message or lesson. CCSS.ELA.RL.2.2 Recount stories, including fables and folktales from
diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral. 

CASEL Targeted Framework: Responsible Decision-Making

Resiliency Standards: 
HE.K.R.3.2 Identify characteristics of a good citizen in school and the community. 
HE.K.R.4.3 Discuss ways to work together to solve problems. 
HE.1.R.2.3. Identify the characteristics of a responsible decision-maker. 
HE.1.R.4.1 Identify the importance of working together to solve problems.  
HE.2.R.2.1 Identify ways to make positive contributions to the well-being of the school and the
community.  
HE.2.R.4.1 Identify strategies to work together to solve problems. 
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Day 1
Lesson Purpose: 

1.Students will be able to identify the setting, characters and main events in the story The One
Day House.  

2.Students will be able to discuss how the character’s actions demonstrate resilience and
teamwork. 

 
Materials:  

1 copy of The One Day House - Digital Version
Chart paper or whiteboard. 
Markers or dry-erase markers. 

 
Targeted Vocabulary:  

Community: a group of people who live in the same area or share common interests (ex.
Neighborhood, school, friends that participate in the same activities) 
Collaborate: Working together to achieve a shared goal  
Planning: Deciding steps to accomplish something 

Time amount: 20-25 mins. 

Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Introduce 
(5 minutes) 

1.“Today, we’re going to read a wonderful story called, The One Day House.
This story is about a boy named Wilson who dreams of making his friend
Gigi’s house better. As we read, we’ll identify the setting, characters, and
the main events in the story. We will track this together so that we can
write a summary of our story by the end of our lesson today.”

2.“But before we dive in, I want to introduce three important words that will
help us understand the story better.”

3.“The first word is community. A community is a group of people who live,
work, or come together in the same place. Can you think about a
community you are a part of?”

4.“While we read, we are going to think about the community that helps
Wilson and Gigi.”

Create an
anchor chart or
write this out on
the white
board:  
Setting,
Characters,
Events,
Theme/Lesson
(Theme will be
discussed on
Day 2)  
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https://youtu.be/1slkeaANo8c


Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Introduce 
(5 minutes) 

“The second word is planning. Planning means deciding on steps to
accomplish something. While we read this story, look at the illustrations and
words to see how Wilson and his community make a plan to help Gigi.”
 
“The third word is collaborate. Collaborate means working together to
achieve a shared goal. We collaborate with each other every day when we all
work together nicely. To collaborate is like the word teamwork! As we read,
pay attention to how the people in Wilson’s community collaborate to make
his dream come true.”

Read/teach 
(10-15

minutes) 

Begin by showing students the first 4 pages- there are no words, but they show
some very important information. Point out the pink “Build Up Neighbors” sign
and ask students if they have seen something like this before. Ask them if they
know what it is for. Emphasize the connection between the community and the
word “neighbor.”  

P.1-2: “We meet our first two characters on this page. What should we write
on our chart?” [Wilson and Gigi] “We also have a setting. What can we write
on our chart to explain where this story is taking place? Does anyone notice
the difference between the illustrations on pgs. 1 and 2? Pg. 1 shows Gigi
and Wilson sitting on the steps of a house that looks like it may be a little
old. Pg. 2 shows Wilson’s drawing, a newly painted house. How can you tell
this is his drawing?”

P. 3-4: “Who do we meet on this page that we can add to our character list?”
[Ice-cream man] “Should we add anything to our settings section of our
chart? Where is Wilson now?” [in the community/neighborhood] “What is
Wilson’s idea for Gigi’s house?”

Pg. 5-6: “Wilson has more plans for Gigi’s house. Do you notice anything in
the illustrations on these two pages that show that Wilson is making a plan?”
[the picture of the fence, the math 20 x4 = 80 nails]  “Let’s pause and jot down
some of the events that have happened so far.” [Wilson wants to help fix
Gigi’s house; he says he will paint the house, fix the windows, and build a
fence. Wilson is making a plan- counting boards and nails for the fence]

Include in your
chart a spot for
the Setting,
Characters
(People), Main
Events, and
Theme.
As you read,
add setting
changes.
Emphasize that
the setting is
prolonged over
season in time
because
planning an
event like this
can take a long
time. Also
discuss how
Wilson went to
several places
in his
community,
including the
library to do
research on the
roof.  
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Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Read/teach 
(10-15

minutes) 

P. 7-8: “What does Wilson want to fix now?” [stairs] “A balcony is usually on
the second floor and is something that allows you to come out of the house
or apartment and overlook what is below you. If a balcony is on the second
floor, you would need stairs to get to it, right? Wilson wants to fix Gigi’s
stairs.” [add that to the events section of the chart] “What do the neighbors
say when they hear Wilson say this to Gigi? Do you notice anything special
about the setting here? They are still in the neighborhood/community but
now they are raking up leaves. What time of year/season do leaves fall on
the ground?” [Fall]

P .9-10: “Has the setting changed on this page? What time of year is it now?”
[winter] “How do you know? What does Wilson plan to fix now? How does he
plan to do it?” [Look at the image on pg. 10.]

P. 11-12: “What is Wilson planning now? What words in the story and
illustrations help you know Wilson’s plan?” [roof books, Wilson’s “I will”
statement] “What can we add to our chart?” [Characters - Librarian, Setting -
Library]

Pg. 13-14: “We are now inside Gigi’s house. Wilson is planning on helping to
fix Gigi’s piano. What in the illustrations shows you his plan? How does Gigi
respond to Wilson?”

P. 15-16: “Where is Wilson now? Can we add this to our settings? Look
carefully at the illustrations. What does it show us about Wilson?” [He is
sharing his plan to help fix Gigi’s house to his classmates and teacher] 

Pg. 17-18: “Have you noticed that on every page Wilson says “One Day”- why
do you think that is? Could Wilson fix the whole house in one day or by
himself?” [Guide students to realize fixing a house takes time, planning, and a
lot of work. “Let’s make a prediction...will Wilson actually fix all of the things
he wants to fix at Gigi’s house?”

As for
characters, we
may not know
names, but
there were
many familiar
faces in the
story- you can
call them
neighbors or
friends.

Events-
Consider noting
the plans Wilson
has as well as
the actions the
neighbors take
at the end of
the story.  

For children
living in places,
such as Florida,
where they
don’t see big
seasonal
changes, you
might have to
discuss the
seasons [fall-
leaves change
colors and fall
to ground,
winter- snow,
etc.] 
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Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Read/teach 
(10-15

minutes) 

P. 19-20: “What is happening on this page? Take some time to
really examine the illustration.” [Point out the ice cream truck/ ice
cream man, the librarian, the kids and the person walking their dog
from previous pages. Point out the “Build Up Neighbors” truck in the
back.] “How do you think Gigi feels here?”

P. 21-22: “The neighbors in the community are all helping.
Remember the word we discussed at the beginning of the lesson
that means to work together to achieve a shared goal? They are
collaborating or working together. What do you notice that they are
doing? Let’s jot it down on our events.” [The community comes
together to help fix Gigi’s house- Wilson plans, someone paints,
someone helps put in new windows, friends help to build the fence,
someone fixes the piano, someone cleans the chimney and fixes
the roof]

P. 23-24: “Look at Gigi’s house now. What do you notice?” [The
steps are fixed to the balcony, she has a garden, a fence, the house
is yellow and orange like Wilson’s plan, there are kids playing, and
the whole community/neighborhood has come together.]

P. 24-25: “How do you think Gigi and Wilson feel about “one day”?
[Happy, proud] ”Wilson put a lot of planning into this day? Do you
think it was successful? Could he have done it all on his own?
Maybe so, but with help from his community, he was able to make
his dream and Gigi’s dream come true.”

Wrap up 
(2- 5

minutes) 

“Let’s summarize the setting, characters, and main events in the
story.  
 
K- Draw a picture to summarize the story. Use what you know about
the setting, characters, and main events in the story.  
 
1st- 2nd: Write 2-3 sentences about what happened in the story.
Use what you know about the setting, characters, and main events
in the story to help you summarize what this story is about.  

This does not have to be
a complete summary- but
ask students to reflect on
what they know from the
chart and reading the
book together as a class.
This drawing/ sentences
will help tomorrow when
we start to discuss the
theme/lesson of the
story. 
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Day 2 
 
Lesson purpose:  

1.Students will be able to identify the central theme (community support) and key details in The
One Day House.

2.Students will be able to discuss how the character’s actions demonstrate resiliency and
teamwork. 

Materials:  
1 copy of The One Day House - Digital Version
Chart paper/white board from Day 1  
Hand-shaped cutout or blank paper to trace their hand (scissors if needed)  
Pencils/markers/crayons 

 
Vocabulary (cont’d from day 1):  

Community: a group of people who live in the same area or share common interests (ex.
Neighborhood, school, friends that participate in the same activities) 
 Planning: Deciding steps to accomplish something 
Collaborate: Working together to achieve a shared goal 

Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Introduce 
(5 minutes) 

“Now that we have read the story and looked at the setting and characters
in the story, let’s think about the lesson that the author was trying to teach
us in this story.”

RESPONSIBLE
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https://youtu.be/1slkeaANo8c


Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Reread/teach 
(5 minutes) 

“Yesterday, we learned 3 key vocabulary words. Let’s talk about them
in connection with our story.”

Community: “What is a community? Who are the members of the
community in the story The One Day House?”

Planning: “Who was planning in The One Day House story? How do
you know he was planning? What does it mean to plan?”

Collaborate: “What does it mean to collaborate? Who collaborated in
this story, and what was their goal that they achieved together?”
 
“Now that we discussed our vocabulary words and summarized our
story, I have a few discussion questions for us. We can use our book
to help us answer the questions if we need to. Why does Wilson keep
saying, 'One day, I’ll fix this for Gigi'? How do the neighbors respond
when they hear Wilson’s dreams for Gigi? What do you think this
story is really about? What message is the author trying to teach us?”

Write down student
responses on chart
paper or the board
(e.g., kindness,
helping others,
teamwork, making
dreams come
true). 
  
Consider having
students group up
or pair up to
encourage all
students to
participate. For
younger kids,
leading this
discussion
together may be
more productive.  
 
For question #3
allow students to
share with what
they think the
lesson of the story
is. Jot down the
themes on the
chart together-
guiding them to
think about the
importance of
teamwork,
collaborating,
helping one
another, etc.  
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Practice Cont. 

Helping Hands Activity:

“Now that we understand the theme/ lesson of our story, let’s discuss
what we can do to help our community, just like Wilson and all of his
neighbors helped Gigi.”
 
“Why is it important to help people in our community? What are some
specific ways we can help people in our community?” [picking up trash,
helping a neighbor, donating toys, smiling at others, playing nicely on the
playground, etc.]  
 
Once you have discussed and jotted down ideas, give each student a hand-
shaped cutout or blank paper to trace their hand. 

Ask students to write or draw one way they can help their community
on their hand.  
Once finished, collect all the hands and create a collaborative
"Community Helping Hands Mural" on a large piece of construction
paper or bulletin board 

Write student
responses on
chart paper or
the board
under the title,
"Ways We Can
Help Our
Community."
This will help
them spell
and write
words on their
helping
hands.

Wrap-up/
assessment 
(3 minutes) 

“Just like Wilson and his neighbors helped Gigi, we can all work together
to make our community a better place. Remember, even small acts of
kindness can brighten someone’s day and make our community a better
place. What did you learn from the story The One Day House? How are you
going to help people in our community?”

 
This can be
answered in
pairs, on a
post it note, or
just as a final
whole group
discussion.  
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Extension Activities  Centers Ideas Teacher Tips/ Language 

Reading: 
Story Retelling: Have students
retell the story using puppets or
drawings, focusing on the
beginning, middle, and end. 

 
Writing: 

Thank You Notes: Students can
write thank-you letters to people
in their lives who have helped
them or their families, mirroring
the gratitude in the story. 
Journal Response: Write about a
time they helped someone or
made a positive impact. Include
how it made them feel and what
they learned from the experience.  

 
Morning Meeting/Social Studies: 

Empathy Discussion: Discuss
how Wilson's actions made Gigi
feel and ask students how they
can show empathy in their own
lives. 
Neighborhood Walk/School
Walk: Take students on a walk
around the school or local
community to observe areas that
could be improved. Have them
brainstorm ways they could help
as a class. 

Consider modeling these activities
to students before presenting them
to an independent center

Arts-Based: 
Dream House Drawing: Have
students draw their own "One
Day House" with features they
would add to make it special
for someone they care about.
Encourage them to label the
features and explain their
choices. 
Community Collage: Create a
class collage using pictures
from magazines or drawings
that represent acts of kindness
or improvements they would
like to see in their community. 

 
Community Helper Roleplay:

Set up a play area or create a
project where students can
pretend to be builders, painters,
or gardeners working together
to improve a house and/or
parts of the school. Include
props like toy tools,
paintbrushes, and construction
hats.  

Discuss how students will
have to collaborate and
work together nicely to get
the job done. Consider
discussing rules ahead of
time.  

Try to use the vocabulary words
(collaborate, planning,
community) throughout the week
and across contexts to
strengthen students’
understanding of the words.  
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