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BEST ELA: 
ELA.K.R.1.1: Describe the main character(s), setting, and important events in a story. 
ELA.1.R.1.1: Identify and describe the main story elements in a story. 
ELA.2.R.1.1: Identify plot structure and describe main story elements in a literary text. 

Common Core Standards:
CCSS.ELA.RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story. 
CCSS.ELA.RL.1.3: Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. 
CCSS.ELA.RL.2.3: Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges. 

CASEL Targeted Framework: Responsible Decision-Making

Resiliency Standards: 
HE.K.R.4.3 Discuss ways to work together to solve problems. 
HE.1.R.4.1 Identify the importance of working together to solve problems. 
HE.2.R.4.1 Identify strategies to work together to solve problems. 
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Day 1
Lesson Purpose: 

1.Students will be able to understand the concept of community involvement 
2.Students will begin to develop problem-solving skills

Materials:  
1 copy of Kamala and Maya’s Big Idea – Digital Version 
Chart or display of vocabulary words 
T-chart with the titles “Challenges” and “Possible Solutions” 
Markers (for writing on the chart) 

 
Targeted Vocabulary:  

Goal: something you want to achieve or reach 
Perseverance: trying even if something is hard or takes a long time 
Cooperation: working together with other people 
Initiative: taking action on your own 

Time amount: 20-25 mins.

Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Introduce 
(5 minutes) 

1. Introduce book title, author and illustrator 
2.“Today we’re going to read a book about two sisters, Kamala and Maya.

The sisters have a great idea, but they need some help carrying out their
plan.” 

3.“The sisters have a goal and need to use cooperation in order to achieve
their goal. Cooperation is when you work together with other people to
do something. Let’s see how the sisters cooperate to achieve their goal.” 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iS1ZnoDiFfk


Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Read/teach 
(10-15

minutes) 

P. 9-10: “Kamala and Maya want to turn the courtyard of their
apartment building into a playground. However, their landlord, the
person who owns the building, says no. How do they react when he
says no?” [The girls don't give up, they use perseverance.]
 
P. 13-14: “Kamala and Maya recruit the other kids who live in the
building to help them convince the landlord to build a playground in
the courtyard. This is an example of showing initiative. They take
action and continue working towards their goal of getting a
playground at their apartment.” 
 
P. 17-18: “Their landlord finally agrees to let them build the
playground, but the children must get all the materials and build the
playground themselves. What do you think they might do next?
What would you do?” 
 
P. 25-26: “The apartment community all get involved to help the
kids reach their goal. This is an example of cooperation.” 

Wrap up 
(5 minutes) 

“During the story, Kamala and Maya use perseverance and
cooperation to get a playground built for the children in their
apartment, but they face many challenges.” 
 
Use the t-chart to make a list of the challenges the kids face while
trying to build the playground. 
 
“Tomorrow, we’re going to reread the story and focus on the ways
the children cooperate with their community to achieve their goal.” 

If needed, have some of
the challenges from the
story prepared to share
or write one on the t-
chart ahead of time.  
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Day 2 
 
Lesson purpose:  

1.Students will be able to discuss types of community involvement 
2.Students will begin to develop problem-solving skills 

Materials:  
1 copy of Kamala and Maya’s Big Idea – Digital Version 
T-chart with the titles “Challenges” and “Possible Solutions” 
Markers (for writing on the chart) 
Blank paper 

 
Vocabulary (cont’d from day 1):  

Review the words from Day 1  
Empathy: understanding and sharing the feelings of others 
Perspective: the way you look at or think about something; it is unique to you 

Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Introduce 
(5 minutes) 

“As we reread the story today, we’re going to focus on the ways the
community cooperates to achieve a goal.” 

Reread/teach 
(7-10

minutes) 

Reread the story completely. 
 
“Kamala and Maya are the ones who had the idea to build a playground
to begin. As they continue trying, other community members offer to
help them.” 
 
“What were some ways Kamala and Maya solve the problems
throughout the story?” [Refer to the chart you began yesterday and
complete the right side.]
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iS1ZnoDiFfk


Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Practice (10-
12 minutes)

“In the book, the author writes the phrase, ‘No one could do
everything, but everyone could do something’, a few times. What do
you think that means? [When we cooperate, everyone has something
to offer.]
 
“In the story, not everyone could help build the sandboxes, but they
may have been able to help build a seesaw or plant a garden.” 
 
“Kamala and Maya noticed a need their community had and worked
hard to find a solution that made their community better. They
leaned on their community and didn’t give up when they heard ‘No’ a
few times.”
 
“In our class, we will also find ways we can make our environment
better. Let’s take a few minutes to brainstorm problems we might
address through cooperation.” 
 
Brainstorming can be done as a whole class or in small groups. Give
students a piece of paper for them to draw or write their ideas on.

Wrap-up/
assessment 
(3 minutes) 

“We came up with some fantastic ideas of ways we might make our
classroom environment better. Let’s look at what we came up with
and decide which ideas we could tackle through cooperation.” 
 
(You can vote on the ideas the students come up with and talk about
what realistic goals might be to work towards.) 
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Extension Activities  Centers Ideas Teacher Tips/ Language 

Reading:
Additional books about
community involvement/helping 

 
Writing: 

Write a letter to a school or local
official suggesting an
improvement that will make the
community better. 

 
Morning Meeting/Social Studies: 

Discuss ways we can help our
different communities
(neighborhood, classroom,
school, city, etc.) 
Community helper charades 

Consider modeling these activities
to students before presenting them
to an independent center

Arts-Based: 
Create a mural that showcases
the things you love about your
community 
Create a community quilt: each
student decorates a square
representing how they
contribute to their community

Role Play: 
Community helpers role playing
activities (Ideas: doctor, nurse,
vet, crossing guard, firefighter,
mail carrier, bus driver, etc.) 
Have a “town hall” meeting
where students can discuss
their ideas for making the
community better and what is
feasible. They can also practice
voting!
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https://growingbookbybook.com/childrens-books-about-community/

