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BEST ELA: 
ELA.K.R.1.1 - Describe the main character(s), setting, and important events in a story 
ELA.1.R.1.2 - Identify and explain the moral of a story 
ELA.2.R.1.3 - Identify different characters’ perspectives in a literary text 

Common Core Standards:
CCSS.ELA.RL.K.3 - With prompting and support, identify characters, setting, and major events in a
story 
CCSS.ELA.RL.1.3 - Describe characters, setting, and major events in a story using key details  
CCSS.ELA.RL.2.3 - Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges  

CASEL Targeted Framework: Responsible Decision-Making

Resiliency Standards: 
HE.K.R.1.4 - Identify the difference between the truth and a lie 
HE.1.R.1.4 - Define and give examples of honesty 
HE.2.R.1.3 - Explain the importance of being truthful 
HE.1.R.2.3 - Identify the characteristics of a responsible decision-maker 
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Day 1
Lesson Purpose: 

1.Students will be able to describe what it means to be responsible 
2.Students will be able to facilitate discussion around ethical dilemmas - “What would you do

if...?” 
 
Materials:  

1 copy of A Bike Like Sergio’s – Digital Version 
Chart or display of vocabulary words 

 
Targeted Vocabulary:  

Responsible: doing something that you need to do, even if it’s difficult 
Guilty: feeling bad about or regretting something you said or did; our stomach might feel
uneasy, or our face might feel hot (this word is not in the story but is important to discuss during
the lesson).

Time amount: 20-25 mins. 

Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Introduce 
(5 minutes) 

1. Introduce the book title, author and illustrator 
2.“Today we’re going to talk about a new character trait called

responsible.” 
3.Give definition of being responsible and offer a few examples of ways

kids can be responsible 
4.“In our story, we’re going to meet a little boy named Ruben. Ruben finds

something important, and we’re going to see how he uses responsibility
to help him make a hard decision.” 

Consider
adding targeted
vocabulary
words and
definitions to
an anchor
chart, poster, or
white board to
reference
throughout the
lesson. 

RESPONSIBLE
DECISION-MAKING

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2J1VybEObI


Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Read/teach 
(10-15

minutes) 

P. 3-4: “Why do you think Ruben says his birthday is different than Sergio’s?” 
 
P. 5-6: “Ruben picks up the money that the lady in the blue coat drops, but he
doesn’t give it back to her. Why not?” 
 
P. 9-10: Draw attention to Ruben’s expression on page 9 when he discovers
that the dollar is in fact $100. 
“How do you think Ruben is feeling when he realizes that the lady in the blue
coat didn’t just drop $1, but $100?” 
 
P. 15-16: “Ruben’s mom is making a grocery list for the store and only has $5
to buy food. so she crosses some items off her list and asks Ruben to pick
up orange juice the next day. When Ruben realized he has to go back to the
grocery store, how does he start to feel?” 
(This would be a good time to introduce the concept of feeling guilty.) 
 
P. 17: Stop here after reading page 17 – do not read page 18. “How do you
think Ruben feels when discovering the $100 is missing from his backpack?” 

The story will
be read over 2
days; today you
will read pages
1 – 17 and stop
when Ruben
realizes that the
money he
found is
missing from
his backpack. 

Wrap up 
(2- 5

minutes) 

Facilitate a discussion using these possible questions or probes: 
Have you ever felt guilty about something before? What did you do about
it?” 
Do you think it’s okay that Ruben wants to keep the money? 
Have you ever found money before? If so, what did you do with it? 

Discussions
can be done
with the whole
class, or in
partners. Have
partners
prepared ahead
of time. 
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Day 2 
 
Lesson purpose:  

1.Students will be able to describe what it means to be responsible 
2.Students will be able to facilitate discussion around ethical dilemmas - “What would you do

if...?” 
3.Students will be able to compare the feelings of Sergio and “the lady in the blue coat” 

Materials:  
1 copy of A Bike Like Sergio’s – Digital Version 
Chart or display of vocabulary words 
Anchor chart and markers and/or paper and coloring utensils for students (See Considerations
in Practice section below to decide if you want the product to be made collaboratively, or
individually). 

 
Vocabulary (cont’d from day 1):  

Responsible: doing something that you need to do, even if it’s difficult 
Guilty: feeling bad about or regretting something you said or did 
Retrace: to go over again or in a reverse direction 
Hunched: bent over and looking down 

Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Introduce 
(5 minutes) 

“Yesterday, we started our story about Ruben and the $100 that he found.
Ruben was feeling guilty about making plans to spend the money he found
because he knew who it belonged to. When we left off, he had just
discovered that the $100 was missing from his backpack. Let’s keep
reading to find out what happens next.” 

Consider adding
targeted
vocabulary
words and
definitions to an
anchor chart,
poster, or white
board to
reference
throughout the
lesson. 

RESPONSIBLE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2J1VybEObI


Lesson
Section

Teaching Considerations

Reread/teach 
(5 minutes) 

P. 17-18: Reread these pages, then continue 
 
P. 19-20: “Ruben retraces his steps. Why do you think he might do that?”
Use the given definition above if students need assistance 
 
P. 21-22: “How do you think Ruben is feeling? How can we tell by looking
at him?” Draw attention to Ruben’s body language, he is hunched over; use
definition from above 
 
P. 25-26: “When Ruben sees the lady with the blue coat in the grocery
store, he remembers the feeling of losing the money. What do you think
he might do next?” Remind students of the word guilty; when we feel
guilty, that usually tells us that we did something wrong, and sometimes
we have the chance to make it better. 
 
P. 29-30: “Ruben’s guilt helps him decide to return the $100 to the lady in
the blue coat, even though he really wants to buy a bike like Sergio’s.
This causes Ruben to feel both happy and mixed up. What do you think
that means?” Explain to students that it’s normal to feel different things at
the same time. Ruben is disappointed that he no longer has the money to
buy a new bike, and at the same time, he feels glad that he made the right
decision to return the money to whom it belongs. 
 
P. 31-32: “Why are Ruben’s parents proud of him?” 
 
“Ruben realizes that being honest was more important to him than
buying a new bike. Being honest matters to Ruben. This wasn’t an easy
decision for him to make, but he knew that it was the right thing to do.
This is what it means to be responsible: to do the right thing even when
it’s hard or when you may not want to.” 

Practice
(10-12

minutes)

“In our story, Ruben had to think hard about what really mattered to him;
was it more important to buy a new bike or to be honest and return the
money he found? Even though money matters and is important, I want us
to think about other things that matter to us.”

If creating a
class visual,
have an anchor
chart prepared
to capture the
ideas of your
students.
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Practice Cont. 
Create a visual that represents what matters to your class. This can be
done as a whole class on a chart or done individually by students. Think of
a large collage full of images that represent what matters to your students
and yourself. 

If asking
students to
create
individually,
have paper
and other
materials
prepared as
well.  

Wrap-up/
assessment 
(3 minutes) 

Offer an opportunity for students to share their creations about what
matters to them. Sharing can be done in front of the whole class, with
partners, or in small groups to save time. 

Prepare
partners or
small groups
for sharing if
you decide
not to share
whole group.  
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Extension Activities  Centers Ideas Teacher Tips/ Language 

Reading: 
Additional books about
honesty/telling the truth  

 
Writing: 

Students can write about a time
they felt guilty for something and
what they did about it. 
Write a response to what they
would do if they were Ruben. 

 
Morning Meeting/Social Studies: 

Continue emphasizing importance
of making tough decisions 
Offer scenarios for students to
discuss making difficult decisions.
Present the scenarios and ask,
“What would you do?”: 

During art class, Maria spills
paint on the floor. She looks
around and sees no one
noticed. Should she clean it up,
tell the teacher, or pretend it
didn’t happen? 
Ben finds a toy on the
playground that doesn’t belong
to him. He really wants to keep
it because no one is around. 
At home, some cookies are
missing from the jar. Mia’s
parents ask if she took them.
Mia didn’t, but her little brother
did. Should she tell the truth
about who took the cookies? 
Jamie borrowed a crayon from
a friend and accidentally broke
it. Jamie is worried the friend
will be upset.

Consider modeling these
activities to students before
presenting them to an
independent center

Arts-Based: 
Offer students additional
materials to continue adding
representation to what matters to
them; collect old magazines for
them to cut out or bring in photos
from home to make a collage
 
 
Role play: 

Establish and practice
sentence starters that
students can use when
needing to apologize for
making a mistake. 
Example: “I’m sorry ___ that I
___.  
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https://www.readbrightly.com/picture-books-about-honesty/
https://www.readbrightly.com/picture-books-about-honesty/

